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comparison was there for all to see and to convince.
The cry for modern irrigation machinery went up all
over Nejd and the Hedjaz, and its use is spreading.
Similarly in respect to transport. It required a
brave man to introduce the motor-car, but Ibn Saud
put them on the road to Mecca. The streams of
pilgrims, more accustomed to the speed and luxury
of the motor than they were to the slow-moving
camel, left no doubt as to their preference. Those
who could secure the cars were wafted to the Holy
City in hours, and soon the camel drivers were
clamouring to be introduced to the mystery of the
petrol engine. Now a fleet of motors is at the service
of the pilgrims who proceed to the Hedjaz from all
parts of the Muslim world.
In order more rapidly to knit the various parts of
the country together, Ibn Saud installed wireless
stations in all outlying parts. Even Mecca itself
possesses a powerful plant, though this was not
accomplished without a stern struggle.
As with the first introduction of the motor-car,
the people believed wireless to be the work of ungodly
hands and to be closely associated with witchcraft.
Faintly they could understand a voice being con-
veyed by wires, but wireless was beyond their com-
prehension. I do not altogether blame them, for
with a mind profoundly unmechanical, it is beyond
mine. Ibn Saud had to break down this prejudice
in much the same manner that he overcame fear of
of the petrol engine.
I call to mind an interesting incident which attended
the first introduction of motor-cars. Ibn Saud left